GEORGE THE THIRD
It was his Gethsexnane; and like Another he found that it was
not possible for him to refuse the cup of sorrow and suffering
placed before him.
Then his mind gave way beneath the awful strain imposed
upon it. On February 13th he contracted a chill: two days
later he wrote to his new Prime Minister a brave letter from his
sick-room.
The real care I am taking—for I have not been down stairs this day—
with James's Powders, which Dr Gisborne advised, certainly is
removing my cold.
When Addington went to see him on the iyth George appeared
to be ' on the mend/ and three days later he conducted some
tedious business of State c with great dignity and calmness.' But
he was very afraid of himself: to Eldon he talked long about
his previous illness, e and especially dwelt on his feelings during
some lucid moments/ Addington, whose father had been the
medical adviser of old Chatham and his family, advised the
King to use a pillow of hops to cure his insomnia. [Incidentally
the advice so amused Addington's friends and enemies that they
dubbed him * the Doctor'; and the nickname clung to him for
many years.] But all these remedies proved useless; and from
February 22nd to March 2nd the King's mind was hopelessly
deranged.
On March yth, however, he was well enough to have an
interview with his favourite son, Frederick, Duke of York. He
anxiously asked him about the political situation; and would
have talked of Catholic Emancipation had not the Duke dissuaded
him. He replied to his father's query:
Sir, since this point which has given Your Majesty so much uneasi-
ness, is settled, it is better now to forget all that has passed.
The invalid apologized for the trouble and sorrow which his
illness had given his family; and when his son told him that
now their one concern was that he should take greater care of
himself in the future he promised that he would do so.
I will you may depend upon it [he said]. I have, I fear, neglected
this too much, and presumed a great deal more than I ought on my
constitution. Be assured I will be more careful for the future.
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